
Lynne E Bonnett
New Haven, CT

February 24, 2022

Energy and Technology Committee
Legislative Office Building, Room 3900
Hartford, CT 06106

Honorable Co-Chairs Senator Norm Needleman and Representative David Arconti, Ranking
Members Senator Paul Formica and Representative Charles Ferraro, and Committee Members:

I support passage of:

SB-10, AN ACT CONCERNING CLIMATE CHANGE MITIGATION,
SB-90, AN ACT CONCERNING CONSULTANT AND PROCUREMENT AUTHORITY
FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION,
SB-93, AN ACT CONCERNING THE COMMERCIAL PROPERTY ASSESSED CLEAN
ENERGY PROGRAM, and
HB-5117, AN ACT CONCERNING ELECTRIC VEHICLE CHARGING STATIONS.

I am a citizen member of the New Haven Energy Task Force and formerly headed a Department
of Energy Solar Challenge for Low to Moderate solar installations in New Haven CT.  We were
unable to promote solar in multifamily (2-4 unit homes) for renters that comprise 70% of our
local residential population because of rules and regulations promoted by the state legislature
that created barriers to community shared solar for our residents. We have lost years of
valuable time when we could have been investing in solar  electricity generation in urban areas
where it is needed and could significantly lower the energy burden of LMI residents.

While these bills do not address this particular issue they could be beneficial for local residents.
The GC3 working groups recommended using ICLEI as a tool to measure greenhouse gas
emissions.  By using this tool it is possible to compare emissions from year to year and across
geographical areas.  Unfortunately, cities such as New Haven have large greenhouse gas
contributors such as the Port, Airport, Power Station, Volume Reduction Plants, Rail Hub,
multiple commercial/industrial power generators such as Yale New Haven Health,  Yale
University and Southern CT STate University which all have their own boilers and a wastewater
treatment plant that incinerates sludge that is trucked in from around the state by Synagro..  A
recent ghg  analysis by the City of New Haven left out most of these entities that contribute to
our ghg emissions as a host city to regional facilities by choosing to select only those items that
they thought pertain only to New Haven.  By doing so they vastly underestimated the true
contribution of greenhouse gas emissions from our city.   If you could address this important
topic at a time when municipalities are beginning to use this tool it would be extremely helpful
because accurate greenhouse gas emission data are critical to meeting our future goals.

I live in a condominium that is located on a ridge top.  The Condominium Board of Directors has
so far been unwilling to allow private residents to install solar on their rooftops.  They could
allow vehicle charging stations though.  Congregate settings such as ours would be ideal places
to promote EVs.  I have a plug in hybrid and would love to be able to charge it where I live.
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Anything you can do to provide incentives for congregate settings to install charging stations
would be very helpful.

The four bills listed here each contribute to slowing or reducing further warming, and are
advantageous for Connecticut residents.  The following paragraphs are taken from Henry Auer,
also a member of the New haven Energy Task Force who has also submitted his own testimony.

SB-10 amends Section 22a-200a, the Connecticut Global Warming Solution Act, that sets out
greenhouse gas (GHG) emission limits to be reached in 2020 and 2050. Importantly, it adds the
provision that not later than January 1, 2040 emissions arising from providing electricity to
electric customers must have zero GHG emissions. This ensures that by that date all electricity
delivered by the utilities will be generated from renewable sources.

SB-90 amends Section 16-243dd of the 2022 supplement to the general statutes, in significant
part by authorizing the Commissioner of DEEP to “direct the electric distribution companies to
enter into power purchase agreements [PPAs] for energy, capacity, any transmission … for
periods of not more than twenty years on behalf of all customers of the state's electric
distribution companies.”  Authorizing PPAs is an important expansion of the potential ways in
which Connecticut’s electric utilities can participate in the growth of the renewable energy
industry, especially since the amendment further permits the utilities to benefit from any
renewable energy certificates arising from the supplied electricity.

I do think, however, that true community shared solar would be much more equitable for most
residents.  And that, unfortunately, we do not have due to legislative actions that prevent it. It
seems to me that if you allow utilities to share in renewable generation through PPAs you should
definitely allow renters to share in renewable energy equitably through true community shared
solar.

SB-93 amends Section 16a-40g of the general statutes, among other changes, by adding to the
section entitled “Energy improvements” new definitions for installing refueling infrastructure for
zero-emission vehicles on commercial property, and installing resilience improvements to
commercial property.  It also empowers the Connecticut Green Bank to finance such
improvements.  This added language would effectively make it easier to charge electric vehicle
batteries while a driver is in the commercial building in question.

HB-5117 provides new legislation specifying the contractual or regulated ways in which either an
owner of a unit in an association, such as a condominium association, or a tenant leasing a
dwelling unit from a landlord, has to be granted permission to install an electric vehicle charging
station on the property’s premises as long as the provisions enumerated in the bill are satisfied.
This bill would complement the similar legislation of SB-93, above, that governs commercial
property.  Both would effectively make it easier for a driver of an electric vehicle to charge the
battery while on the premises.

Please act favorably on SB-10, SB-90, SB-93 and HB-5117.

Sincerely,

/Lynne E Bonnett/

2



3


